Every once in awhile I have a student who is what could be called "spelling challenged." She or he will write something like "I definantly want to become a third grade teacher." I get confused as to whether s/he is making a strong statement about how deeply s/he feels about being a teacher (defiantly) or asserting that third grade is what s/he definitely wants to teach. Spelling can be a complicated issue for all ages so it is vital that we teach our youngest writers to think carefully about how to spell words correctly. Dr. Molly Ness' research into the complexities of spelling development takes us into the world of 17 3rd grade writers as she analyzes their spelling patterns to better comprehend their orthographic understandings. She then uses this knowledge to make recommendations for how teachers can teach young students to become better spellers and writers.
Just as the seasons come and go bringing about change that can be at the same time exciting and challenging, reading research is ever changing and growing. We continue to look deeper and broader as we gain new understandings of the complexities of literacy and seek to find ways to inform others of our work. What we do is important to the ever-growing field of literacy practice and research. So…what will you do? What will you do? What will you do?
